Effects of desmopressin and dextran on coagulation and fibrinolysis in healthy volunteers.
The effects of desmopressin and dextran on haemostasis and fibrinolysis were studied in four healthy volunteers. Both drugs were compared to placebo, each volunteer being subject to four experiments. Dextran 70 (30 g i.v.) moderately decreased VIII:C and vWF:Ag and slightly increased antithrombin III, also when haemodilution and diurnal variation were considered. Desmopressin (0.3 micrograms/kg BW i.v.), alone as well as in combination with dextran, increased VIII: C, vWF:Ag, protein C and tPA and decreased PAI-1. The combination of desmopressin and dextran stimulated coagulation and fibrinolysis and might be of relevance to surgical blood loss as well as to postoperative thromboembolism.